The Sounds & Spirit

STONE HOUSE

PRESBYTERIAM CHURCH
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Place: Stone House Presbyterian
Church

Dates: July 9" — 13"

Time: 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

All kids between the ages
of Preschool and 5" grade are
invited to dive in! We will listen
to great stories about Jesus, make
cool crafts, sing fun songs, play
zany games, and make a school of
friends! Register Today!

Nursery care will be
provided, and an Adult class led
by Pastor Bob will be offered
from 6:45 PM — 8:00 pm covering
the same Bible stories that are
presented to the children.

Stop by the VBS
registration table after worship to
sign up, or call the church office at
565-1130.

** Caring ** Helping **
Believing ** Listening **
Trusting **
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Growing...stronger, warmer, deeper and broader
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Remember, VBS is more
than a program just for kids! It's
an outreach program for the
congregation, community, and
beyond. This years VBS mission
project is tied to the Presbytery's
Vanuatu Mission Project.

Mission Project

Vanuatu is a group of
about 80 islands in the South
Pacific Ocean, and schools there
need our help! Your kids' mission
gifts will help build new buildings,
especially for schools where
classrooms have been destroyed
by hurricanes, as well as buy
books, train teachers, and help
students attend school.

So take the Plunge! Join the
activities, or help by donating
materials or to the Mission
Project! See you at the Great
Bible Reef!
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Special Note:
Opening night Kids should bring -

a new tee shirt and the VBS team
will have the GBR Logo transfer
ironed on and the shirt returned to
the kids to wear by the middle of
the week - and an older tee shirt
that they have out grown to be
used as part of the crafts.

Vacation Bible School
Cookout

Everyone is invited to the Vacation
Bible School cookout Friday, July 13™
Activities will start at 6:00 PM. Dinner will
be served at 6:30 PM. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, veggie burgers, chips and
drinks will be provided. Participants are
asked to bring salads (tossed, fruit, pasta,
cole slaw etc.) and desserts. Look for the
sign up sheet in the coffee fellowship area.
Grills are needed for this event. If you
have one please contact Happy Simmons
at 564-7373.
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people to discover the adventure
of becoming fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
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Burnt Ordinary

On behalf of our Food and Fellowship friends at Burnt Ordinary, the Outreach Ministry
Team would like to thank the individuals from the congregation who recently made
substantial contributions directly to the Burnt Ordinary Outreach Ministry.

We had wanted to do something out of the ordinary this summer, and these funds
will make it possible. This is just one idea being ‘tossed’ around. To have a Christmas in July
(or August) party. We plan to make it a big event with a specially selected gift for each
participant. Plus, we are considering a special gift for each grandparent so they will
have something to give their grandchildren at Christmas time. These gifts for their
grandchildren will bring joy to our friends more than any gift they could receive themselves.
These extra funds will make the summer very special for these residents and the
funds will also support this ministry in other ways as it continues to meet basic needs and to
be a blessing in the lives of these residents. SHPC is making a difference in the lives of these
people at Burnt Ordinary.

Sunday Morning
Fellowship

Won't you be part of our kitchen crew? Each
week, we need two volunteers to set up coffee
service, put out donated goodies and help
clean up when everyone is through.

Please sign-up on the kitchen bulletin
board if you can help with this important
after-worship event.

Also remember the cookie schedule-
what would coffee be without the cookies?

1* Sunday — A-E
2" Sunday — F-K
3" Sunday — L-R
4" Sunday - S-Z

If you have any questions, please call
Mary Cavallo at 345-6499.

Session Action:
June Meeting

Action: A Buildings and Grounds Committee has
been established to handle the organization of
maintenance and use of the building.

Action: Stone House Presbyterian Church will
host the Presbytery Meeting on April 22" 2008.

Action: The search committee for Director of
Music, Art and Media Ministry was dissolved with
thanks.




“Make this house a home”
by Nicole Belanus.

Pebbles of Truth

It's Sunday, June 17, 2007 — our SECOND Sunday in the new building, and I'm sitting in my office preparing
for worship. One might think that I'm reflecting on my message from Mark 3, and pondering what Jesus means when
He speaks about doing the will of God. Perhaps I should be reflecting on the needs of those who will gathering this
morning — Donna’s impending surgery, Sandy’s time in the hospital, or Joey’s third degree burns. Some might say that
if 1 was a truly spiritual person, I would be spending these hours before worship in prayer, beseeching God to bestow
grace and mercy upon all of those who will gather this morning.

Unfortunately, I'm not doing anything of these things. Rather, I'm worrying — about attendance!

We had 282 people with us last Sunday morning, our largest worship gathering ever, and so I’'m wondering
how on earth we are going to keep that up! Is it possible? What if people didn’t like what they saw, or heard? What if
they think we’re too far out — and in more ways than one? What if is was just a fluke that people showed up last week
— they were simply curious, nothing more?

This August it will be seven years since my family and I arrived in Williamsburg, and I gave up my desire to
build a mega-church a month or so after coming. Stone House is not going to be the Willow Creek of Virginia, or the
Saddleback of the East Coast. | know that, and I can live with that. (Even as the worship team rehearses “O for
thousand tongues to sing”, | know we will probably never have 1000 people in worship.)

Unfortunately, every now and then | fall into the temptation of being a numbers guy. | forget that growth is
more than how many people fill our seats on a weekly basis or sign up to be part of our Foundations Class.

This summer, no doubt many of us will be watching our numbers. And I'll be doing so as closely as anyone.
But let’s never forget that growth must be measured in more than numerical ways. As we strive to be a ‘growing’
congregation, we all need to remember that this growth needs to be measured in a variety of ways. We want to grow

thru worship — becoming a people who display knowledge of and conviction about all that we believe, and who
then have the courage to live out those beliefs each and every day. We want to grow thru fellowship — learning
to love others deeply, and to allow them to love us in similar fashion. We want to grow thru discipleship —
discovering the history of our church, studying our faith, learning about our theology. And we want to grow
thru outreach — yes, increasing in numbers, but also in influence and impact on the community and world around us.

Thanks to everyone who has helped to make our transition to our first facility such a smooth one. We are so
fortunate to be on Fieldstone Parkway. In response, may we all — individually and corporately — grow more, and
worry less!

Peace and love always . . . because of Him,

Bob




