
"Imagine! The Presbyterians are feeding 
the people at Grove!" Word gets around. 

• In April SHPC collected diapers 
and baby wipes by the dozen for 
donation to Avalon. Women who 
come to the shelter there often 
have nothing but the clothes on 
their backs, and diapers are 
beyond their means. The staff at 
Avalon thanked us over and over 
for our generosity; their gratitude 
has persuaded us that this 
particular project is indeed 
worthwhile. What's ahead? The 
school supplies drive begins in 
August, and United Way Day of 
Caring is scheduled for early 
September. In the past we've 
always responded generously 
when asked for donations, but 
sometimes we're more thrifty 
when asked for volunteers. 
Volunteers are vital in extending 
our reach and making ourselves 
better known in our community; 
after all, wherever you find a link 
or a node in a web, you'll find a 
person. We're all part of our 
church web; let's try, each one of 
us, to contribute in person to a 
new venture this year. Word will 
get around. 

 

A Word from Nicole  
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Solid Rock  
[He stood me up on a solid rock…He taught me how to 
sing… psalm 40] 
 
“Sing yourselves into His presence”   Psalm 100:1 

I love the book of Psalms.  I love to read 
through them at a leisurely pace on a rainy day over a 
cup of steaming coffee.  I love to slowly pore over them 
and pray them out loud, as if the author’s words were my 
very own.  I love to read them online for a break in my 
work day.  I love to read them in every translation I can 
get my hands on.  I love to quote them and memorize 
them.  They just speak to me.  The words inspire, 
squelch, refine, renew, excite, validate, encourage, and 
did I mention…inspire?  You may have noticed that I love 
to write original music.  For our first Sunday in the new 
building I used the text from 1 Peter 2 to come up with 
“Make this house a home”.  And that truly is my prayer 
for us as the “newbie” on the block.  This is not just a 
stone house, a product of countless hours of sweat, 
tears, discussion, and hard work, but it is to be a home 
for those searching for a family.  Just as we welcome 
those with family far away to join us for a feast with our 
families on Thanksgiving Day, so this place is to be 
God’s glorious call to invite all into the joys of Christian 
family.  And that’s really what worship is to me.  A simple 
yet complex system of call and response.  God initiates 
within us the call to Himself, and we respond (not just on 
Sunday mornings!) with our worship.  Not because we 
seek to refine our talents, bring attention to ourselves, or 
even to use our gifts, but simply because in light of 
everything that God reveals himself to be, it is all we can 
do.  When God calls us to Himself we are left breathless, 
excited, our mouths gaping open in awe of a truly 
awesome God who shows us the best that we could ever 
be and exactly who and what we were created to be.  [“I 
look up at your macro skies, dark and enormous, your 
handmade sky-jewelry, moon and stars mounted in their 
settings.  Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, ‘Why 
do you bother with us?’” – psalm 8:3-4]  I am a musician, 
so a powerful God-given response for me is 
singing…singing scripture, singing words from my heart 
and soul.  But music is just one of so many ways through 
which our response to God can be given.  For some of 
you poetry may be your chosen response.  For others of 
you movement or dance may be your act of response.  
For others it is prayer.  For others it might be caring for 
others in the way that you have felt loved this week.  The 
point is, God has given each of us a very passionate and 
skillful way in which we live out our lifestyle of worship.  I 
look forward to “discovering the adventure” of worship 
with you this summer as we seek to create new ways in 
which to respond to God’s grace through corporate 
worship on Sunday mornings.  Nicole.  

 
 
 

Contact Information: 
Children’s Ministry: 

Bob Gruendl 566-2310 
Fellowship Ministry: 

Happy Simmons 564-7373 
Foundations Ministry: 

Char & Raffi King 564-0724 
Outreach Ministry: 

Bo Wingate 259-5949 
Worship Ministry: 

Bob Melone 565-1130 
Small Groups Ministry: 

Ralph Simmons 564-7373 
Building Committee: 

Leif Romberg 566-3716 
Building Fund Committee: 

Mike Cavallo 345-6499 
Finance Committee: 

Ray Conrad 259-6885 or  
Carolyn Dunbar 566-1945 

 
For a contact not listed, call the church office at 565-1130 
for more information. 
 

May Financial Corner    
Congregational  
Contributions:  Budget:   Difference: 
$17,111.00  $23,458.34  -$6,347.34 

 
YTD Congregational                                                                                         
Contributions:  YTD Budget  Difference: 

$113,243.83  $117,291.70  -$4,047.85
  

YTD Other Income: YTD Budget:  Difference: 

$2,007.88  $5,887.90  -$3,880.02 

 
May Expenses:  Expense Budget: Difference: 

$21,060.66  $28,146.50            -$7,085.84 

 
YTD Expenses: YTD Budget:  Difference: 
$97,410.15  $140,732.50            -$43,322.35 

 

Please note:  The negative in the income section indicates contributions are 

less than budgeted. The negative in the expense section indicates we have 

spent less than we budgeted.  
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Spinning Our Web 
 

Ever seen a spider making a web? 
First there's the busy spinning of the 
thread; then the pitch into space. Catch, 
hold, anchor; and back to the beginning to 
do it all over again. Links and nodes 
appear, woven together, carefully tested. 
Superb engineering, right on your doorstep 

Silk and steel, webs and 
bridges—you've heard these connections 
before. We have our own webs at SHPC. 
Our longest pitch into space is just now 
being anchored down at our new site. The 
Outreach Committee continually works 
on enlarging and refining parts of this 
web. You might be interested in some of 
the nodes and links: 

• As part of our Latino Driving 
project last year we provided 
layettes to pregnant women who 
were being driven to doctors' 
appointments. Recently, we were 
told about a young woman 
pregnant with her first child who 
was seen at Olde Towne Medical 
Center. She and her family had 
absolutely nothing ready for the 
child, not even a blanket. Because 
we had provided layettes in the 
past, we were asked if we could 
help in this emergency—word gets 
around. Kim Romberg quickly 
organized our "layette 
contributors" and pulled together 
a great layette in a couple of days. 
We couldn't have done this 
without the support and generous 
contributions of the congregation 
last year. Thanks to all. 

• In February we participated in the 
Salvation Army canteen project in 
which several churches took turns 
providing meals to the community 
at Grove using the Salvation 
Army's new "chuck wagon." As 
you may know, the community 
center at Grove is the nidus of a 
number of outreach efforts from 
all over the county. At a recent 
gathering there, one of us 
overheard someone saying,  
 



 
 
        Sun         Mon         Tue         Wed         Thu         Fri        Sat 

1 
Communion 
 

2 3 
 

4 
4th of July 
Office closed 

5 6 
7am Friday Group-
PB 

7 
7:30am Men’s 
Group-KA 

8 9 
6pm Vacation Bible 
School 

10 
6pm Vacation Bible 
School 

11 
6pm Vacation Bible 
School 

12 
10am Better ½-PS 
6pm Vacation Bible 
School 
 
 

13 
7am Friday Group-
PB 
6pm Vacation Bible 
School 

14 
7:30am Men’s 
GroupKA 

15 16 17 
Session 7pm-WS 

18 
7pm Women’s 
Group-WS 

19 
10am Better ½- PS 
 

20 
7am Friday Group-
PB 

21 
7:30am Men’s 
Group-KA 

22 23 
 

24 
1pm Presbytery- 
Grace Covenant 
Virginia Beach 

25 
7pm Women’s 
Group-WS 

26 
10am Better ½- PS 
 

27 
7am Friday Group-
PB 

28 
7:30am Men’s 
Group-KA 

29 30 31     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Sun         Mon         Tue         Wed         Thu         Fri         Sat 

   1 
 

2 3 
7am Friday Group-
PB 

4 
7:30am Men’s 
Group-KA 

5 6 
 

7 
Worship Ministry 
Meeting 7pm –
Melones home 
 

8 
7pm Women’s 
Group-WS 

9 
10am Better ½-PS 
 
 

10 
7am Friday Group-
PB 
 

11 
7:30am Men’s 
Group- KA 

12 13 14 
Session 7pm-WS 

15 
7pm Women’s 
Group-WS 

16 
10am Better ½- PS 
 

17 
7am Friday Group-
PB 

18 
7:30am Men’s 
Group-KA 

19 20 
 

21 
 
 

22 
7pm Women’s 
Group-WS 

23 
10am Better ½- PS 
 

24 
7am Friday Group-
PB 

25 
7:30am Men’s 
Group-KA 

26 27 28 29 
7pm Women’s 
Group-WS 

30 
10am Better ½- PS 

  

 
 

LEGEND 
KA- Kitchen Alcove 
LL- Lower Level 
PB- Panera Bread  
PS-  Pastor’s Study 
U- Ukrops Mooretown Rd 
WS- Worship Space 

                             July 2007 

LEGEND 
KA- Kitchen Alcove 
LL- Lower Level 
PB- Panera Bread  
PS-  Pastor’s Study 
U- Ukrops Mooretown Rd 
WS- Worship Space 

                             August 2007 

Youth Activities: July 
July 1- 
5pm Picnic at the church for all youth (rising 6th grade through rising college freshman 
            & their families) 
 
July 8- 
4pm Middle School youth- Youth Lounge 
7pm High School youth- Youth Lounge 
 
July 11- 
12pm Lunch with Mary- meet at church 
 
July 15- 
4pm Middle School youth- Youth Lounge 
7pm High School youth- Youth Lounge 
 
July 18- 
10am-4pm 

Busch Gardens all youth invited- RSVP by Monday, July 16  
 
July 22- 
4pm- Games with Middle School youth- Youth Lounge 
7pm- Road Rally with High School youth- meet at church 
 
July 25 
12pm- Lunch with Mary- meet at church 
 
July 29- 
4pm Middle School youth- Youth Lounge 
7pm High School youth- Youth Lounge 
 

Page 5 Page 4 


