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Sermon Schedule

August 5- Growing Broader Thru Outreach: SonServants Mission Trip
August 12-  Going to Church or Being the Church?”’: Part 1 James 2
August 19-  Going to Church or Being the Church?”’: Part 2 James 2:
August 26-  Going to Church or Being the Church?”’: Part 3 James 2
September 2- Labor Day- “A new definition of work”

The Sounds & Spirit

STONE HOUSE

PRESBY TERIAMN CHURCH
Growing...stronger, warmer, deeper and broader
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NEW WORSHIP TIMES FOR THE FALL

Yes, believe it or not, we
are now at the point in our
history when we need to accept
the fact that there are too many
of us to continue to worship at
one time on Sunday mornings,
and at the same strive to remain
convenient and hospitable to
our weekly guests. Your
Worship Ministry Team has
been wrestling with what this
might mean for several months,
and at the July Session meeting
it was finally decided that
changes would be made
beginning on September 9.

Statistics indicated that
when a worship space reaches
80% of its capacity, attendance
will plateau. The number of
chairs that can be comfortably
assembled at Stone House is
approximately 240, and 80% of
that number is 192. Since we’ve
been close to and above that
number for the past several
weeks — and it's July! — and since
parking has already becoming an
issue, your leadership team is
ready to take this exciting step.

Beginning on the Sunday
of Dedication Weekend, you are
invited to join us for worship at
either 8:15 or 10:00am for
Sunday Morning Worship. Our
first gathering will be slightly
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shorter that the second, as it will
NOT include a Children’s Sermon
and the music will be slightly
scaled back. It will last anywhere
from 45-60 minutes and all the
‘early birds’ of the church are
invited to attend. The 10:00
worship gathering will continue as
it has for the past nine years.
Discovery Time for our children
in grades K-5 will take place
immediately following the
Children’s Sermon, and those who
are teaching these classes will no
longer be forced to miss weekly
worship celebrations. They will
now be able to gather with us
during the 8:15 worship time, and
then go to their classes.

In addition to these
changes, our coffee and fellowship
time is being moved to 9:30 until
9:50, between worship gatherings,
in the hope that people will
continue to mingle and not loose
touch with one another simply
because they may worship at
different times.

As with so much at SHPC,
this is not ‘cast in stone’; and I'm
sure | don’t need to tell you to let
your leaders know what you think
of these times! We'd like to try
them out for the fall, and then
make any adjustments that need to
be made in January '08.

Please keep this transition in your
prayers, and let’s all continue to
pray that more people would be
drawn into our fellowship, and
that those who are already here
might continue to grow . . .
stronger, warmer, deeper and
broader.
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people to discover the adventure
of becoming fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.




Save the dates: _

will be Saturday and Scholarship awarded:

Sunday, September 8 and 9, 2007.
Saturday’s events will be fun for the

The Tom and Elva Mikula
whole family, including a walk, run, bike

’ Nursing Scholarship has awarded a
ride, moon bounce, food crafts plus second winner for a scholarship. She is
much more. .Sund.ay during .worshlp the Stephannie Demers, a second year
church building will be dedicated and a student at Lafayette School of Practical
luncheon will follow. _ Nursing. Stephannie has been an honor

The next . will be student and is progressing well with her
Wednesday, September 5. A sign up studies. She will be starting her clinicals
will be posted the end of August. Look in the early fall. The scholarship award is
for details of both events in the next $1,400 which will pay for tuition, fees,
newsletter. and books. This award will relieve

. An individual or Stephannie of financial stress while she
two who would like to do face painting continues her program to become a

on Saturday, September 8. Call Happy nurse. If anyone is interested in a
Simmons  (564-7373) if you are nursing  scholarship or knows of

interested. someone who is, please contact Lana
Wingate at 259-5949.

School supplies

Summer’a here, and the livin’ is easy—for most of us, perhaps, but not for all of us.
Hard as it is to believe some people in James City County will have real problems this fall finding
enough money to buy their children such unbudgeted extras as paper and pencils. To do well in
school, however, all children need basic equipment and supplies. To help them, we’ll be
collecting supplies on August 5 and 12, supplementing those collected in July.

Suggested supplies include loose leaf paper, pencils, pens, markers, 3-ring binders,
notebooks, calculators, and book bags. More detailed lists are available in the fellowship area or
ask Lori McClure (566-1959), who is directing the drive this year. Cash and checks are also
welcome and will be used to buy some of the more expensive items. Supplies will be donated to
five local schools—Norge and Stonehouse Elementary, Toano Middle, and Warhill and Lafayette
High Schools.

Because we have a close connection with the people at Burnt Ordinary, we also give
supplies to some of the children who live there. At the end of August, as in the past, we’ll
organize an intergenerational party there, at which the older residents give the supplies donated
by the congregation to the kids designated to receive them. The children are always delighted
with their book bags and other gifts, and everyone love the fellowship of another party.

How do the supplies we provide reach the hands of the kids who need them? Through
the teachers. Teachers and Guidance Counselors- observant, knowledgeable, kind-hearted, and
diplomatic—offer the supplies to specific children who need them. Teachers are an
indispensable part of the project, and want them to know we appreciated their efforts; our water
bottles, which we distribute along with the school supplies, are a token of our thanks to the
teachers.

Pebbles of Truth

By the time you get this month’s newsletter, Jeanne and | will be preparing to make our return trip home to
the US after two weeks in Copenhagen, Denmark. For those of you who don’t know, we left on July 23" to celebrate
my in-laws’ 50" wedding anniversary. And while not all that unique for this congregation, such celebrations are far too
rare in our world today.

It’s no secret to anyone around our church that I'm about as progressive as a person can be. |1 am not only
willing, but usually pretty eager, to rethink just about everything in life — from the ways in which we do church, to the
way in which we view home and family life. But when it comes to marriage, and whole concept of two people
covenanting to be another’s loving and faithful spouse . . . in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and
in health, as long as they both shall live . . . well, when it comes to this promise, I’'m not sure there is all that much that
needs to be rethought!

Our society can continue to debate issues like family values, premarital sex, and even whether or not married
people should be of the same gender; but as far as the whole idea of one person giving her or himself to another, well,
as I've already said, what needs to be rethought? I'm not sure anything else in this life can give testimony to the things
of God like a lasting marriage. The love, grace, forgiveness, and faithfulness that are found in so many of this
congregation’s marriages cannot be matched.

When | see people like John and Marilyn Rossland still having fun together; and when I watch the way Tom
Mikula cares for Elva; and when I listen to Andy talk about the way Dottie has made his life what it is today; I'm
inspired! More than that, I'm committed to constantly work on my relationship with Jeanne so that it might continue
to become a reflection of the things of God.

Friends regardless of your station in life, the marriage relationship is one that we all need to treasure. Those of
us who are married, need to constantly work on our marriages, learning about ourselves while learning about our
partners, loving and serving the way Jesus did. And when we fail — and we will all fail! — we get up and start all over
again. If our marriage has ended through divorce, we continue to strive to maintain a Christ-like character and learn
from all the experience has to teach us. We don’t live in guilt over all that has occurred, but rather we attempt to grow
through our circumstances. Those of us who are single, whether by choice or by chance, can value the married people
God as placed in our lives, and remind our couple-biased world that in Christ we are all, married or single, one. And
finally, those of us who are widowed can remember and celebrate what was, and further, share our experiences with
those who might benefit from such wisdom.

To everyone celebrating anniversaries this month — enjoy, and congratulations!

... because of Him,
Bob
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When stuff happens

from the www.theconnexion.com

Explaining life’s most vexing questions:

Taoism: Stuff happens. Who cares?

Hinduism: This stuff happened long before and will happen again!
Buddhism: The stuff that happens doesn't really.

Zen: What is the sound of stuff happening?

Judaism: Lord, why is this stuff happening to me?

Roman Catholicism: Stuff happens because you deserve it.

Rustafarianism: Let's smoke the stuff!

Presbyterianism: Stuff is predestined to happen and all we can do is just get

used to the . . . stuffl



