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Thank you’s

Elizabeth and I would like to
express our deep gratitude to
everyone who has communicated
such kind thoughts and concern for
us over the past several months.
Your cards, notes, and calls have
been greatly appreciated; and while
we have been unable to be physically
present with you in worship, we are
there in spirit. We trust that you all
know and understand our
circumstances.

Please continue to keep us in
your thoughts and prayers, and we
will do the same for the entire Stone
House family.

Sincerely,
Bill and Elizabeth Love

Dear Friends,

I want to thank you for the hospitality that you
have shown to me while at Stone House. The opportunity
granted to me to share in the ministry of this congregation
is one that I will be ever thankful for having.

I have enjoyed my time here immensely. It is with
sadness that I close this chapter of my life, and this termin
supervised ministry, where | have served as your Director
of Youth and Family Ministries Intern.

The youth of this church have shown themselves
to be incredibly faithful and willing to take on challenges.
Our time together, while brief, has been incredibly
rewarding. From our week together in Chattanooga to
coming back to Toano and participating in Sunday
evening fellowship, these 10 weeks have been
immeasurable in terms of spiritual growth.

As Stone House Presbyterian continues to flourish
I hope to stay in touch. | hope that you will continue to
stand to represent a different breed of church, one that is
not scared of new experiences and practices. This is an
incredibly unique place and | am blessed to have been
given the chance to spend these past few weeks with you.

Peace to each of you,
Mary Park

STONE HOUSE

. PRESBYTERIAMN CHURCH
Growing...stronger, warmer, deeper and broader

Join us
Dedication Weekend

Saturday the fun begins...

7:45 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Bike/Hike with refreshments

Free step pedometers to first 100 people who take a 1-5 mile walk or 16-20
mile bike ride

Welcome and entertainment

Activities begin: crafts and games for kids; tour of our
building; moon bounce; clown/face painting; animals
Food tent opens

Outdoor events conclude

Family movie

Sunday the fun continues...

8:15a.m.
9:15-9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

12 Noon

Worship

Coffee fellowship
Worship

Time Capsule
Luncheon (light buffet)

people to discover the adventure
of becoming fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.




Pebbles of Truth

For the past nine years a great deal of time and energy has been poured into the
establishment of a PC(USA) faith community in Upper James City County; and more
recently our focus has been on the construction of a building on Fieldstone Parkway. Now
that both have been securely established, our session has determined that more intentional
focus should be placed upon the growth and development of our people. We are excited
about the physical and numerical growth of our church family, but spiritual growth is
ultimately, our greatest desire. And so to this end, SHPC is going to spend the rest of 2007
and the first part of 2008 considering “The Next Step.”

The purpose of “The Next Step” series is to help each one of us take a critical
look at our spiritual journeys in order to assess what the ‘next step’ might be for us in our
walks with God. Because “growth is not an option for believers but the norm”, and in an
attempt to meet our vision of growing deeper, stronger, broader and warmer, this ministry
plan will challenge us to consider three different aspects of our spiritual journeys. And in
the end, our hope is that everyone associated with our congregation might truly discover
the adventure of becoming a fully-devoted follower of Jesus.

Our series will begin in the fall when we put our heads to work by attempting to
better understand the theology and history of the Christian Church. During Lent, which
comes early in 2008, we will look at the condition of our hearts by reflecting on and learning
to practice some of the great spiritual disciplines of the Christian faith. And finally, during
the season of Pentecost 2008 we will consider how we might better use our hands to engage
the world around us by loving creation and serving others.

Each season’s emphasis will begin with Sunday morning worship gatherings, and
further, impact the studies taking place in our small groups, special educational
opportunities, and other events and activities being put together by our various ministry
teams. My hope and prayer is that each one of us will spend some intentional time looking
at our walks with God, and determining what “the next step” might be as we continue to
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Fellowship Ministry

BAKED GOODS NEEDED
We will have a Food Table the Saturday of

Dedication Weekend set up from 11:00 to 1:00 PM.
The congregation is asked to bring pre-wrapped
individual servings of cookies, brownies, Rice

Session Action

Krispies, treats, etc. that will be given away. They can

TALENT NEEDED

Do you like to sing, act or play an instrument?
Saturday, October 27" we will be having our first
TALENT SHOW as part of an anniversary dinner
celebrating the 5™ year of our chartering. Singing,
acting, playing instruments, comedy, variety show acts

Get your group together and start practicing now!
Contact Pastor Bob or Nicole if you would like to
participate.

Please reserve the following Fellowship dates:
Wednesday, November 7" “LUNCH BUNCH”
Saturday, December 1* ADVENT EVENT
More details will follow in the next newsletter.

be dropped off at the church office anytime that week.

etc. are welcome. This will be a Family Friendly event.

Approved up to $7000 to be used for the purchase
of two monitors (42”-50”) for our worship space.
Elected Judy Cross as chair of our Nominating
Committee.

A search committee was formed to hire a new
youth leader to be chaired by Donna Lucca and
Kim Romberg.

A youth ministry team has been formed to bridge
the gap until a new youth leader is hired. The role
of the team will be to be the coordinating group to
draft help for events for the youth.

The Giving Tree

Have you ever tried to cut paper
without scissors, mop up a spill without
paper towels, color a picture without
crayons, or read the Lord’s word without
a Bible? We hope our Discovery Time
kids won’t have to do any of these things
this fall. We have been blessed by the
many donations that the congregation
has made to furnish our classrooms, but
we are lacking many general supplies
needed in the Discovery Time rooms
each week.

To help ensure that teachers and
children have what they need for
Discovery Time this fall, we will be
erecting a Giving Tree near the worship
space on Sunday, September 9. Each
leaf on the tree will represent an item we
still need to fully equip our children’s
spaces. We invite everyone to take one
or more leaves off the tree and either
buy the item listed on the leaf or provide
a donation so that we can order specific
items.

Green leaves will represent items
for which we would appreciate a cash
donation so that we can place a catalog
order to buy them. Yellow and orange
leaves will represent everyday items and
general supplies that can be purchased in
local stores. Red leaves will represent
the big ticket items that remain on our
wish list. Each leaf will clearly indicate
the cost of the item, a description of the
item, and whether we are requesting a
cash donation or for you to purchase the
item.

Please join us in supporting our
Giving Tree on September 9 so that we
can provide our children with the
essentials they need in their church
home.

Children’s Ministry
Team

The Discovery Time program at Stone
House is about more than Sunday school
curriculum or a children’s church program.

It's a coordinated program in which young
family members learn about the Bible and
apply it to their lives through classes at
worship service, interaction at home, and
involvement in outreach and fellowship events
throughout the year. It's a program that
incorporates learning about the Bible, applying
the Bible, worshipping God, building Christian
relationships, and serving God in our lives, all
through multiple elements that work together
to encourage family Christian growth.

We are looking forward to another
exciting year. Discovery Time classes will be
starting back up on Sunday, September 9" and
will be held during the 10:00 am worship
services throughout the school year. We will
be using the same format as last year, where
children will go to class after the children's
sermon. Classes will be split into three age
groups; Preschool - ages 3 & 4; K-2" grade;
and 3™ — 5" grade. Parents will be asked to
complete a registration form for each child and
return it to the Children's Ministry team prior
to child attending class. Registration forms
and return folders are located on the
Discovery Time bulletin board, located in the
hallway of the church, and in each classroom.
Although a registration form provides the
leaders with important information regarding a
child, such as allergies, one point should be
clear — every child is welcome any Sunday
regardless of registration form!

For the Discovery Time program to be
a success not only do we need children, we
also need leaders! Discovery Time is led by
volunteers from within the congregation and
we need leaders and assistants for teaching
weekly lessons and for planning and organizing
events. At Stone House we encourage all
members to get involved in some sort of small
group and SAIL. Why not experience the
blessing of getting back to the basics of our
faith and SAIL with our children! A volunteer
rooster sheet is in the makings and is hung on
the bulletin board for sign-ups. There will be a
volunteer kick-off meeting on Wednesday,
September 5™ at 7:00 pm at the church
building.



