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Fellowship opportunities

Lunch Bunch will meet Wednesday, November 7" at 12:00 noon at F00d For Thought, 1647 Richmond
Road. Look for the sign-up sheet in the coffee area or on the Fellowship bulletin board. Questions, call
Happy Simmons at 564-7373.

Would you like to join with other friends and guests for a Thanksgiving Day dinner at our church?
If so, contact Ann Moore at 565-0079 or email jimni5@vetizon.net to patticipate ot help.

Join us Saturday, December 1% for an ADVENT EVENT. Fun for the whole family!!
We will meet at 5:00 PM to make Christmas cards, star ornaments etc. A Potluck meal will be served at
6:00 PM followed by the singing of Christmas carols. Look for the sign-up sheet in mid November.

Leaves

By Elsie Brady

How silently they tumble down
And come to rest upon the ground
To lay a carpet, rich and rare,
Beneath the trees without a care,
Content to sleep, their work well done,
Colors gleaming in the sun.

At other times, they wildly fly

Until they neatly reach the sky.
Twisting, turning through the air

Till all the trees stand stark and bare.
Exhausted, drop to earth below

To wait, like children, for the snow.

Sermon Schedule

November 4- “Theology Made Simple: sin” Romans 6:15-23

November 11- “Theology Made Simple: salvation” Psalms 27:1-6

November 18- “Theology Made Simple: Jesus” John 10:1-10 !

November 25- “Theology Made Simple: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-28; Matthew 9:1-8 people- PO PSS
becoming fully devoted followers of

rayer, mission & evangelism” .
pray & Jesus Christ.
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Pebbles of Truth

It was a gorgeous Saturday morning — around 65 degrees, the leaves on the trees of Duke of Gloucester Street
just beginning to turn to beautiful shades of red and gold and orange, and the smell of wood burning . . . somewhere.
It was one of those “God-I-can’t-believe-I-get-to-live-in Williamsburg” mornings. 1 was, in the words of that great
hymn . .. “lost in wonder, love and praise!”

I, and Jeanne when she’s not working, love spending Saturday mornings at the Farmer’s Market in Merchant’s
Square, and then walking down DOG Street before the crowds of tourists invade this wonderful town in which we are
all privileged to live. We love the Colonial area, and as a result, I spend a great deal of time there. Whether I'm at
Aroma’s working on a sermon and enjoying a chai, or wandering through the colonial garden checking on the
artichoke plants that always amaze me, my times at CW have become extremely meaningful prayer times.

Now please don’t misunderstand me! These are not times when I lay my laundry list out before God, and let
Him know of all the things that I’d like Him to take care of before the day is through. These are not times when I try
to convince God of those things that really need to change in my life, or in the world at large. They are not even the
times when I thank Him for blue skies, friendly people, or nice places to live. In fact, more and more, these are the
very last things that I incorporate into my prayer life.

You see, in recent years, my prayer life has deepened to the point that today, prayer is, in the words of Brother
Lawrence, “practicing the presence of God.” The sickness and tragedies that are part of life, are just that — parts of
life! Tumors grow. Hurricanes form. Hearts stop beating. And accidents occur. It’s all part of life. And the fact that
these things exist at all make it clear that God doesn’t intervene and make them all go away. But this doesn’t mean we
stop praying! Not at all. Rather, it just means that we need to reexamine the shape and form of our prayer life.

You see, that is really what prayer is living /fel It’s going about our day to day activities. . . as loved and
treasured children of God. When Paul calls us to pray without ceasing, he’s calling us to life in the presence of God.
He’s calling us to, as much as it is possible, live each moment mindful of God’s presence in us and around us, to
meditate and reflect on the things of God, and to go about our daily tasks as Jesus would — doing what He would do,
thinking what He would think, and saying what He would say. It’s about remembering God, in the midst of our daily
lives.

This, my friends, is prayer. And as the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas draw near, may we all
have frequent and meaningful experiences . . . practicing the presence of God.

With much love and gratitude. . . because of Him,
Bob

Youth Ministry
November Events

Middle School on Sundays at 4PN:
November 4:  SOAR
November 11: Ropes Course
November 18: SOAR
November 25: “Luggage”

Hioh School on Sundays:
November 11: 6PM
November 25: Dinner at the
Moore’s

Session Action

e Created committee to prepare for hosting of the Presbytery
Meeting in April 2008 here at SHPC.

e Gave permission to pursue additional information with the Red
Cross to have SHPC as a shelter location in case of major
emergency.

e Moved to send a letter to 6 members of congregation that no
longer live in the area or who have not been involved here to
remove from the rolls.

e Approved transfer of $11.41 from youth line item budget to Youth
Mission Fund to bring fund out of negative to zero balance.

» Approved to receive special offering for Williamsburg Aids
Network.

e Calendared a Spiritual Gifts seminar for January 2008 and a
confirmation class for 9-11 graders during Lent 2008.

e Approved times for Christmas Eve services: a 5:30pm will be a
Family Gathering and an 8:00pm Candlelight Gathering.

e Elected Char King and Judy Cross as commissioners for the next
Presbytery meeting, Tuesday, October 23 at Yorkminster PC.

Discovery Time-
Giving Tree

Our Discovery Time is off to a great
start thanks to our wonderful
teachers, helpful parents and
members and the many donations
from our congregation for the
Giving Tree.

We would like to thank
everyone individually for the support
given to our children’s ministry;
however, we could not keep up with
all the givers. So, this is our thank
you to everyone who donated an
item from the giving tree. We now
have many of the supplies we need in

our classrooms, and are grateful.
Thanks!!
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Children’s Ministry Team
Pajama Party

Our Discovery Time children will be
hosting a pajama party on November 17" from
6pm to 9pm at the church. This outreach
project will benefit the Pajama Program, a charity
that provides new pajamas and new books to
needy children, many of whom are waiting and
hoping to be adopted. Many of these
youngsters have been abused or abandoned and
in many cases, have never enjoyed the simple
comfort of having a loving family member to
tuck them in at bedtime. Through the Pajama
Program, we hope to contribute to a warmer,
more loving environment for children when they
are at their most vulnerable.

All children ages 4 years to 5" grade are
invited! All those attending are asked to wear
their pajamas and bring their sleeping bags. We
will be playing games, eating pizza and watching
a movie! Each child is also asked to bring a new
pair of pajamas and/or a new book to be
donated to the Pajama Program.

Please sign up if you plan to attend. A
sign up sheet is posted on the Discovery Time
bulletin board. Please feel free to invite your
friends and neighbors!

More information on the Pajama Program
can be found at www.pajamaprogram.org.

For additional information about the
SHPC event or to volunteer to help, please
contact Lori McClure at 566-1959.

A BIG PUMPKIN THANK YOU!

Thank you to EVERYONE that
participated in our pumpkin carving at Burnt
Ordinary. We had a great turn out and it was a
great success!

Twenty-five pumpkins were carved,
painted and distributed to the residents of the
community.

If you did not get a chance to participate,
then mark your calendar for next year!

We'll see you then!



