The Sounds & Spirit

STONE HOUSE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Growing...stronger, warmer, deeper and broader
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We'll have inflatables, a pumpkin

patch, food, games, silent auction,
live music and much more!
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We are looking for donations for the silent auction
being planned for the Pumpkin Festival.

If you have an item that would be a great to

auction (e.g., weekend or week at beach house or

equip people to aiscover the timeshare, boat road, piece of artwork) please

adventure of becoming fully contact Karen Mason at 741-2174 or Happy
devoted followers of Jesus Simmons at 564-7373.

Christ.
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Pehhbles of Truth

Like several of you, I'm in the midst of my “29 Day Giving Challenge,” discovering once again the
power of reaching out to others. The selfishness of the world in which we live makes it extremely
difficult for us Americans to consider what it means to truly care “for the least of these.” However, as
followers of Jesus Christ we can do nothing less.

As we saw in worship several weeks ago, the writer of Proverbs challenges us to minister to the
oppressed and the needy. But, too often, we want to know WHY a person is oppressed or needy. Did
they bring their situation on themselves, or have they in any way contributed to where they are in life?
Because if they have, then we seem to think that caring for them is someone else’s job.

In our VBS Adult study two weeks ago we examined the story of the Good Samaritan, and
discovered that many scholars say that no person in their right mind would have traveled the road to
Jericho all alone, for it was known to be a place of robbery, assault, and other sorts of crime. The
traveler was clearly behaving in an irresponsible and negligent manner.

How interesting then, that the Samaritan did not first make a few inquiries before showing some
compassion and coming to the man’s aid. He didn’t ask WHY the man was on the road. Nor did he ask
if the man had any family or friends who might be able to come to his aid. The Samaritan didn’t inquire
as to whether or not he would be repaid for the cost of helping the guy, nor did he explore whether or
not the hurt man was able to pull himself up by his bootstraps and get help all by himself.

In the story, no such inquiries were made. The Good Samaritan just went to the needy
journeyman, and gave him the help he needed. Period!

Friends, regardless of whether or not you are seeking to give for 29 days, or just taking life one
day at a time, giving is essential for the fully-devoted follower of Jesus Christ. So | encourage you to
consider who it is that you are giving to.

As | write this article | am on day 11, and realizing that this challenge is as hard as it is, because |
am not often enough in situations that expose me to oppressed and needy people. How about you?

Scripture is full of challenges to love, care, reach, minister, and give. So let’s embrace those
challenges, and not run from them. It's what Jesus’ life was all about. It’s what our faith is all about.
And it’s what Stone House is all about.

Seeking to ‘give’ with all of you . . .

Bob
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August 1 A crucible, a furnace and a heart Proverbs 17:3 ( &$ 40

August 8 New Thoughts on Old Words Part 1 Pastor’s Bible Study
Wednesday’s 9:30am-

August 15 New Thoughts on Old Words Part 2 10:30am beginning
September 8 at SHPC

August 22 New Thoughts on Old Words Part 3

August 29 New Thoughts on Old Words Part 4
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Coffee and chocolate are still available for purchase.
All proceeds to go our Adult Mission Trip Fund.

Coffee $10 per bag
Chocolate $3 per bar
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August is school supplies month here at Stone House. This year we're focusing more closely on
the children of Burnt Ordinary, specifically younger children in grade school, and we'll try to search out
those who have not been reached by this program before.

Liz Dye is in charge of the effort as she was last year, and she says that the program's purpose
and overall contours remain the same--to provide as many of the required school supplies as we can for
low-income children living in Burnt Ordinary or attending Norge Elementary, Toano Middle, and Stone
House Elementary schools. We will have an "apple tree" festooned with "apples" bearing the names of
elementary school children at Burnt Ordinary and the schools they attend. Those who pick one of the
apples will buy a backpack for the child plus as many basic supplies to fill it as they want. Lists of the
supplies required in each school will be posted near the tree during August. Collection dates will be
August 15, 22 and 29.

The rest of us will focus on buying as many basic school supplies as we can, again consulting
the posted lists for details about brands and/or types of supplies needed (i.e., loose-leaf paper, graph
paper, No. 2 pencils, mechanical pencils, erasers, colored markers, notebooks, 3-ring binders, etc. The
supplies will be distributed among the Burnt Ordinary children and the three schools mentioned above.
At the schools, teachers distribute the supplies to those who show signs of need; we depend on caring,
sensitive teachers to know when and to whom to offer these supplies. For those who prefer, checks
can be written to the school itself, marked for school supplies.

School supplies is one of our oldest, most successful missions. Every parent can empathize with
how much it costs to buy these supplies, and every non-parent will have his or her eyes jerked wide
open once he sees the number of items required on the school lists and the prices of paper and pencils
in stores. Poor children need help that we can give them--let's get busy!

New this year is the opportunity to buy supplies for our own Pre-K school in the fall. Supplies
needed for Pre-K will be posted as well. Any questions about school supplies should be directed to Liz
Dye (757-258-5553).
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" Stone House Preschool. ..in the News!

| know | say this all the time but | just cannot believe it is August already! By the
time this newsletter goes out, we will be in our third week of our five-week summer
enrichment program. We have been very blessed this summer to have 21 children with
us for five weeks of fun in the sun! This program will run through August 20" so if you or
your small group are interested in helping out in anyway (crafts, snacks, stories, etc.),
please contact us at the preschool. We’d love to have you!

Aside from our summer enrichment program, we are also super excited about the
upcoming school-year! As you know, we have added a third class to our program and
will now have three total classes — one for 2’s, one for 3’s and one for 4’s! In addition to
welcoming all 33 children, we are also excited to welcome two new staff members!
Melissa Carawan is joining us and will be co-teaching with Miss Devon in the 4’s
classroom. Jennifer Baldwin is joining me in the 2’s class on Tuesdays and Thursdays
and Ms. Andrea, in the 3’s class, on Wednesdays. | cannot tell you how excited | am
about the amazing team of people we have leading our preschool! We are truly blessed
and every day | am thankful for the gift of the Stone House Preschool. We will be
sharing more with you along the way — in the meantime, please help me in welcoming
our new (and returning!) staff members and be sure to come and see us in September!
God Bless and enjoy the rest of your summer!
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Burnt Ordinary We served lunch to 11 people in July and delivered meals to 5. Some of our friends
here are knitting hats for Hats for Heroes.

St. Olaf's We delivered 91 items to the Food Pantry in June

Living Waters We now have a LW coordinator in El Salvador who is searching for potential sites for
our first team visit to the country. LW recommends that partners (such as SHPC)
have four such sites available for evaluation, but at this writing we have only one.
Progress is being made, however. Also, VBS raised over $300 for this mission in
July.

Blankets We collected $550 for Church World Services in June.
Hats for Heroes ~ We have more than 14 knitters knitting, and all the yarn is paid for. The deadline to

get the hats to Happy Simmons is September 19. We are very happy that some of
our Burnt Ordinary friends are contributing to this project.

United Way September 15 is the Day of Caring this year. Please save the day. We'll be helping
Day of Caring Avalon (see next issue of the Newsletter for more details).
Operation Jim Moore and CIiff Love will coordinate. Collection dates for shoeboxes will be

Christmas Child October 24 and 31 and November 7.
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Session: Class of 2010 Scott Kiger, Jim Moore, Anne Grossman
Session: Class of 2011 Scott Chisholm, Liz Dye, Ralph Simmons
Session Class of 2012 Char King, Karen Mason, Jim Romesburg
Clerk of Session Char King
Church Treasurer Sharon Stupp
Corporation President Liz Dye
Ministry Team Point Person(s) Liaison Phone
Children’s Team Barbara Johnston/Dawn Padden Dawn Padden 741-2762/369-2774
Fellowship Team Don Challis Ralph Simmons 566-3778
Foundations Team Char King Char King 564-0724
Outreach Team Ann Moore/Nell Wingdfield Liz Dye 565-0079/566-4524
Small Groups Anne Grossman Liz Dye 566-8245
Staff Support Team Jim Moore Jim Moore 565-0079
Worship Team Pastor Bob Melone & Nicole Belanus 565-1130
Youth Team Pastor Bob Melone & Nicole Belanus 565-1130
Administrative Committees Chair Liaison Phone
Building and Grounds Scott Summerfield Colleen Lynch 564-8808
Finance Committee Casey Duplantier, Charlie Hart, Jim Moore 565-4334

Chuck Loppacker
Nominating Committee Scott Kiger, Scott Chisholm 250-3244/250-3202
Personnel Committee Ralph Simmons,Scott Chisholm, Jim Romesburg  564-7373/250-3202/566-9047
Marketing & Publicity Team Scott Kiger 250-3244
SUPC Staff. 565-1130
Pastor Bob Melone X13
Director of Music, Arts, & Media Ministries Nicole Belanus X12
Director of Preschool Dawn Padden X17
Business Manager Colleen Lynch X10




